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AMBITIONS OF YOUTH RARELY MARKONE'SLIFEWORK

Careers Seldom Decided Before Years of Discretion, but Thrills of Being a Professional Man
Are Not to Be Compared With Youthful Desire to LLead the Band, Be a Fireman or

Engineer, or Even a Conductor—How a Boy’s Love for Making Candy Estab-
lished a Great Business—Several Writers Had Art Aspirations and a

HAT was your youthful ambition?
These two intensely personal questions interest every

realize it?

Bootblack Would Be an Opera Star

And how nearly did you

one arld a little thought into childhood’s years shows one how

far from the goal he or she is now.

pang—is stirred by the recollection.

Many a good laugh—or perhaps a
To learn just what were the youth-

ful ambitions of persons in varied walks of life, The New York Herald
to-day presents the following interesting symposium. Note that in only
a single instance of the many cited. has the childhood ambition been

realized even in part.

By TORREY FORD.

.e N his early youth,” the biography
I reads, “he wanted to be the leader
of a circus band. He w:nnlt'd to he
out in front of the parade, twirling a silver
seeptre, tossing it in the air and catching it
hehind buck. #He had watched other
hand leaders and knew he could betier their
performances by at least two twirls to the
drum beat.

his

“Tt was more than a youthful ambition: it
was the motive of his childhood. He prac-
tised with his father’s golf club, with his
mother’s cane, with the cook's umbrella. Heo
grew perfect in execution. He gathered hoys
the neighborhood and formed them
firto a band, which he led proudly up and
down the streets. He was the prince of his
Little girls bowed down before
him and boys trembled at the wave of his
seoptre.

{rom

precinet.

“When any one asked him what he was
going to he when he grew up, he had nec
hesitancy in telling that he was going to be
a band leader with all the trimmings, Now,
rs o Justice of the Supreme Court, he often
smiles at references to his early ambitions
and insists that he milsged much in
carrving aut his vouthful aspirations.”
For Fewer Professional Men

Were Early Ambitions Realized

If careers were decided on before the age
af discretion—say, between the ages of six
ten—the would have far fewor
Inwyers, writers, doctors, preachers, bankers
and brokers. Instead we would have a race
af clreus band leaders, cowhoys, policemen,

not

and nation

stroet  car conductors  and  candy  store
keepers
The thrill of being a mere professional

man seems to have almost no appeal to the
vouth of the eountry. Manufacturing and
engineering counted as novhing com-
pared to taking people’s nickels away from
them and pulling the bell rope to start the
car. And who wants to be a lawyer when he
might direct traffic on the avenue or stand
in front of a theatre calllng out the
for the to roll Into

are

out

heck numbers CArs
position?

No youngster with any Imagination ever
career that consistel
chiefly of sitting behind a flat top desk and
lotting the underlings have all the fun of
the typewriters, the adding
chines, answoring the telephone and seclne
who comes in the muin door.

If a canvass were taken New Yorlk's

ten-yoear-olds there probably wouldn't be one

planned for himself a
running

ma-

of

in the lot who wouldn't prefer being an
elevator boy In the Woolworth Building to
owning the entire bullding. And there

wounldn't be a girl who wouldn't prefer being
In the tingling ehorus of the Winter Garden
to helding down a full professorship in
social ethics in any university you cared
to name,

Tt's a shame in a way that mankind jsn't
more fafthful to the plans of buoyant youth,
There might be some upsets, of course. A
potential rallroad president might be run-
ning a locomotive and a corporation lawyer
might be sitting behind the big wheel on the
rear of a fire truck, But somehow the world
would survive and mankind might be get-
ting a lot more fun out of life than actually
is the case to-day

If youthful aspiratlions were recorded we
predict that not more than one out of a
thousand would mature Into full acecompligh-
ment. More than that, if future plans of
college students were jotted down on an offi-
cial chart only rarely would the plans de-
velop exoctly according to specifications.
Many a man has studied for the law and
turned out to be a literary light of no mean
glow. On the other hand, more than one
man hns prepared himself with a literary
backeground, expecting to set the world afire
with his productions, and wound up by being
a salesman for a ladles' dress house

No Caste or Creed Displayed
In Selections by Youth

In the pians of youth there never is much
Freadinn repression. A voungster selects
his eareer without any regand for caste or
crend,  Whether it's rolling ash barrels for
n Hyving or playing centre fleld on the New
York Glants, he owns up to his preferences
unmindful of parental er ancestral tradi-
tlona. And whe knows but what he might
mnke a far beiter outfielder than he would
the professional man planned for him by his
spongors In the world?

Some youngsters go in for “carcers” as
varlous explolts fan their imaginations. One
woelt they plan on being motormen and the
next week they are just as serlous about
fitting themsclves to be mounted pollee.
Bteadfastness to one profession means noth-
Ing to them.

Others have a fixed [dea and never swerve
from i{t—that s, not until they reach the
nge where they realize that practical com-

sliderations will pop up to disturh their
perelstence.  And then they glve up the
original plan only with heavy sighs and

quaint misgivings,

Wandering about, talking with any one
from a college professor to a bootblack, we
found almeost no one following up the career
e had planned for himself in the carefree
duys of his marble shooting past. And then
Just for the =ake of proving the rule we
came on the case of the late John 8 Huyler,

founder of the candy business that bears his
name,

When Mr, Huyler was a youngster he
spent most of his rainy afternoons clutter-
ing up the kitchen with his pots and pans.
He liked candy and he liked to muke it
When he grew up he told his incredulous
elders he wis going to make a fortune out

TR e

Booth
an author.

Tarkington's aspiration was to be a great artist, not
Joseph C. Lincoln, too, had ambition this way.

of candy., They laughed ot him, awd
nodded his head at a “Just you wait!"™ ansle.

In 1874 young Huyler began the manu-
facture of candy in his father's bakery in
Jane street, New York city. He made a soft
molasses chewing candy that candy makers
told him was impractical. But John 8
Huyler had made too many batchea of
molasses candy during his yvouth not to know
what he was about. He went right ahead
and made it, confident that he was on the
road to fame,

To introduce the molasses candy to the
public, he sent three or four thousand sam-
ples a day through the shopping distriet,
which was then down on Fourteenth street
Mstrict after distriet was covered and the
sumples were closely followed by the famous
MTuyler wagon—a wagon with transparent
sides on which the lettering could be read
night and day. A gong announced its arrival
and the candy wnas sold as fast as it could
hie passed out to the customers. “Fresh
Fvery Hour"” was the slogan of the system.

r. Huyler opened his first store in Janu-
ary, 1876, at 869 Broadway. For equipment
he had o few tables and a pair of scales. He
waited upon the trade himself, One candy
maker, assisted by a girl and a boy, consti-
tuted the *factory force" in the back room.

Tt was at this first Huvler store that the
first candy maker made a window demon-
ation of pulling molagses candy. No
regular candy maker could be found who
would eonsent to making a spectacle of him-
self for the saks of the business. Finally a
friend of Mr. Huyler volunteered his ser-

viees and went Into the window Lo pull
candy. People flocked from all sides tn see
the free show. The real success of the

Huyler business dates from that time

John 8. Huyler lived to see his business
develop far beyond the dreams of his chil
hood. Probably he became more of a cap-
italist and less of a candy maker than his
original plans called for, but he neyver onee
wavered In his main [dea—hy profession he
was a candy maker,

1f all men followed their youthful threats
or even thelr adolescent dreams, an falth-
fully as Huyler there would be some queer
changes In the professional world, For ex-
ample, three well known writers of to-day
hegan thelr firmly that
they were artists,

Booth Tarkington's one ambition was
be a great artist, and Joseph €, Lincaln
practically considered that he was an artis

When Mr. Lincolp migrated to New York
from Cape Cod somo twentyv-odd years agn
he carried under his arm a porifolio of pen
nnd ink sketches and crayvon drawings, He
“peddled” them abour among the magazine
und created what he forced to admit
was gomething less than a stir with the ar
editors, Just to dress up his drawings and
make them look more saluble he penned
some little jingles to with them, The
idea wns that he would sell the picture for
#0 much and throw in the poetry for nothing

Found His Jingles the Bait
For Selling His Pictures

It was zome time before Mr, Lincoin rea
ized that the jingles were selling the pic
tures, As a matter of fact, It was his wife
who suggested that perhaps the Jingles
would sell without the pletures and save
him a lot of time and bother, Only after a
long mental struggle did the arctiet give up
his career and become a writer,

To-day Jomeph C, Lincoln is the authoy
about ag many Cuape Cod novels thar
are years on the calendnr of his writing
career, He hasn't drawn anything bul
royalty checks for the last twenty years
And yot there are persona who have soor
Mr. Lincoln on the amateur stage who insist
that instinctively he is not an artist nor o
writer but an actor. IHowever, he waves
these protesta aside and admits that he |«
through “pleking careers” for himself,

Dean Herbert 0. Hawkes of Columbin
University elaims that he nevor hind any
bovhood aspirations or any dreams of world
conquest other than to do the thing he was
doing aa well na he could until some large:

sfrecrs ronvineed

Wis

zo
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apportunity presented ltself. When he waa
i boy in u New England village he had no
treanms of passing out to the greater world;
when he was Iin high school he had no
thought of college, and when he was at Yale
e had no anmbitions beyond becoming an
instructor In the secondary schools,

“The lden of having a certain goal off In
the distance that 1 might some day hope t«

reach has never operated in my case” said
Dean Howles My ambition has nlway
been just ahead of me instead of far off.
1 have heen perfectly content to do thy
thing 1 was doing as well as I could. When
wdvancements have come to me they have
come 8 a total surprise

When I wae graduated from the villag

high school at Templeton, Massachusetts, o
member of the school board came to my
fnther and said that T ought to go to collegy

1 had never thought of such a thing. Al
though I had always been Interested in read-
ing, my ambitions had never gone beyond
finishing the Templeton High School,

“Of course | wasn't prepared for college
The villdge school had never tackled ans

such proposition ax® fitting a man for college
It arrangements were made to send me to
Williston Acaderm: Tn the full af 1884 1
nlered Yol

Abandoned Study of Philesophy
To Specialize in Mathematics

thought T wanted to specinlize
intil day 1 discovered
that philosophy wiasn't answering the ques-
tions 1 expocted it to answaor, That's whors
| got off of philosophy and took up mathe-
muties, intending later to teach it In the
wocondary schoals, When T was graduated
in the clase of "06 I went to Baltimore and
ught in a bhoys preparatory school,
“Bhortly afterwnrd the school was disor-
unlzged and T went back to the Yale gradu-
wte #chool, where I had a fellowship as an
instroctor in mathematics, At that time I
thought that if 1 ever got to the point
where 1 was actually talking calculus the
helght of my amblition would ba reached.

At flest 1

in philosophy one

‘In 1902 T hecame an assistant professor
Continually administrative duties divertod
my attontion from scholarly work. When |
wns offered” o full professorship here ot

Columbia 1 thought it meant an oppoitunity

o A

b Wearing a red velvet gown was the
youthful ambition of Dr. Margaret E
Noonan, professor in New York Unl-
versity.

Herbert E. Hawkes, dean in Colum-
bia University, confessed that his am-
bition always was just ahead of him—
the day's work. William Faversham
wanted most as a boy to be a Scotch
soldier in kilts.

o get back to the scholarly work again. For
+ while 1 had charge of the undergradoats
work in mathematics and put sll T had into
the job,

“When the war came the dean of the col-
lege went to Washington to serve as As-
istant Secretary of War and I was made
cting dean. T had no ambition te he per-

manent dean, yet when in 118 T received
he appointment I had been working hard
it the job for over a vear, I think of my-

self now as more of a professar of practical
eothics than as a college discipinuriar

Boss Sits in the Outer Room;
Secretary Has the Private Office

Dean Hawkes probably condocts the ol

fllce In New York where the secretary «its
in a private room and the boss site out
the open at the front

“T find It works better that way,"” he ex
plained, "1 preter to deelde myself who

shall be passed on to my secretary and who

whall talk with me. It saves lota of time
When the conversation is of 5 person
nature 1 take my eiller into a private offic

Otherwise T sit out In the open and decids

very rapldly whether a man nesds to ta

with me or whether my secrotnry will o
swer the purpose.”
Dr. Margaret E. Noonan, professor of el

mentary education in the School of T

tion of Now York University, was and

college persom Who thought she had neve
had any startling ambitions in her vouth
She had just drifted Into teaching he

thought, and had not planned on it from b
eradle days on up. But, thinking bock

he

did rememher a few wulrd whims of het
girthood

The helght of her ambition was (o Wenr
a red velvet gown when she hecame n ind
of fashion

And then she planned on hav

ing seven sons and started a hope chi r

theqn when she was still in the doll age
‘But I didn't et these ambitions

my Ufe” sald Dr. Noonan, T have never
worn & red velvet dress, and the nearest 1
have approfehed to the seven sons s belng
aunt tn a few youngsiers,

“1 don't remember feeling very stronzly

about anything when I was a lttle girl ex

copt one time when a man sald that |
counldn't be o lawyer when I grow up he
canse T was a girl, I got quite excited and
sald that although T didn't know whether
or riot T would want to he a lawyer if T did
want to he a lawyer I would be one I

would be whatever I wanted to be

“Probably that is as near as 1 ever camd
to regigtering a youthful ambition™ sald
Dr., Noonan, with a concluding =mile that
loft one with the Impression that she hae
gane rather falthfully with carryine
out her ambition,

Our favorite newspaper oditor, a mild
mannered tman of slight bulld, admits an
early ambitlon of wanting to ba slx fee®
thren inches tall, welgh 100 pounds and be A
prize fighter He wanted to wear a wrist
trap, =0 he ould hit ‘em hard
and never feel the effects.

COur fuvorite suthor ling an ambition whic

ahead

and often

he Insi=gts i= still uppermost in hiz mind as
a goal of complete accomplishment With
an egg in one hand he wants to take carefu)
aim at an electric fan revolving at a high
rate of speed and let Hy.  And he wants to
be  still ioue when the
Mcked up

TS pleces  are

‘Wanted a Barrel of Sugar

Where He Could Get It

At the tender age of siXx our own ambitions
took a saccharine turn. When we wery
grown to full manhood we intended 1o have

a barrel of sugar beslide our office desk, which
would give us an opportunity to take a lump
during the

of sugar at any tim¢ day when
we particularly felt that we needed a lump
of sugar. We told parents and friends of
the dea, and grew indignant when they
ippeared to doubt the sincerity of our in-
tention. We even placed hets on the subject
il have been hounded ever sinee for full
myvment
“My earliest lections e
ted 1o e soldier,”  said
ersham, “but a Scotch soldier, s

kilts and march 1o the skirl of the bagpipes
At o very early age I had an old dis arde
suit of kilts with a Balmoral hat ziven to
me hy soma friend or relative (T can't re

had tal:

thia suit I

*h), and my mothex
d to hide

member wi
me to Aberdecen. |

whitt they called the ‘drying room,’ sneak |
there and dress up. cut mreo!l a4 wooden
sword and go out the Wo and have
terrible fights and | d-to-hand skirmishes
with tall ferns and cedar bushes-—anything
thnt my sword ild ‘lick', and you shoull
AVO Sseen [ iwroken and bleeding srm

ving on the ground when I zot through!

First Appearance on Stage
For Six Cents Decided Him

But when | was taken bick to London
and went for a walk one night, |1 windered
down ns far Mirylebone Theatre

i the
¥ The hig gas
entrance in the
me enormously.
stagg entrance with a dim

front

stnr attracted

shape of a
Then I found the
oll lamp burning over it and twenty or thirty

nround I learned they were
into the theatre as supers
to be dress=ed up frogs in the pantomime
of “Froggy Would a-Woolng Go.” 1 applled
with the re f them and was taken in—and

boys walting
trying to be

vkon

ot my threepence per performance (six
ents).

“T muauls pessful appearanece, and with
my eyes looking through the two apertures
that represented the frog's eyes 1 watched
il the actors and 1 felt that T could do it
myvself | s they were doing It. The
«=mell of th paint, the commotion and

oxeltement, the fascination of the music bit
me and bit me hard, and 1 think It was there
that the theatre got inte my head and

heart=—and it has stayed there ever sinoe”

And now, to bring this talk of youthful
aspirations to some manner of conclusion,
there = the bootblack whom we mentioned
in an early parngraph. Hoe polishes boots at
the club and talks of grand opera By pro-
feeslon, instinet and inclination he Is a
grand opera slnger Actunlly, he s a very
good bootblack,

He flicks the hrush [ndusiriously, daubs=
an the polish and brin the leather to a

nice shine, Then he mentions casually that

he has memorized “Alda" and is beginning
on “Tosea,” TIf by any chance you happen to
let on that you can distinguish hetween
“Tosea” amd the current popular melody, he

will tell you the whaole story of his operatle
ymbitions—how he 18 only working “tem-
porarily® at the shoe stand, how he sang
from the cradle, sang on the streets of Ttaly
how he studies and works over his musle
how he is nearly ready to step out before
the dinmond horseshoe and take his per-
manent place In the hearts of the world's
music lovers.

Year after year passes by and he still pol-
fshes boots and talks of grand opera. Bu!
hiz ambition never It is as youthfu!
the first peep of He
ack of youthful as
be cured

chronle

18 i

Many 1921 Freshmen
Are of Tender Years

ETTY JANE HAMILTON, aged 13
B started something when she entered

Westminster College as a freshman
last fall She started a hunt for the young-
est freshman in the various colleges of the
country; she started nlso an inquiry as to
whether precoclty in education Indiciates
anything special for the future

The latter investigation moay safely be left
to the scientific student who makes that
proper study of mankind—i —his
life work It 13 0 hig ihject which has
been undertaken by a number of Investl
gators who seldom get to the general from
the particular.

To revert to Mizs Betty for a moment

She lives at New Castle, Pu.. and was grad
uted from the high school there at 12, tak-

ing rank at once ns the voungest gradoats
by two yenrs of any cliss in that schoo
She evidently comes from o
family, for her brother Edmund
unted from the same school two years ag

when he was but 14, and In the following
fall entered Westminster College as a fresh-
man,

At Vassar the authorities are
rolling young girls and by
grown ndifferent to figures
on exaimination

used to e
cuystorn

except ps

AppeLr papers. The donr

sl when she was asked to give 1 Ve
and age of the youngest freshman of thi
VLD S

‘T remember saying to that young perso
thit she was ahout to have asixteentl birt!
av, but gquite forget her name

The two youngest students in Cornel

University are Miss Ysabel Muller of the
town of Ulysses, Tompkins county, N. Y.
and Paul Hillegns, a New York clty vouth
whose family temporars
home in Ithaca
helr studies at
tered by speclal permit because neither ha
vet reached the required nge of registratior

has establiched a
while thelr ehlldren

the university Hoth o1

which i 16. The average age of the enter
ing class j= close to 18

Miss Muller s the daughter of a pros
perour chlcken farmer who has a farm
ibout seven miles northwest of
Her father, Enrique K. Muller., was 3
ited with the degree of mechanienl er eor
Ing from Cornell In 1897, and for a wi
H epaftl engineer in Brookls Il
health falied, however, and for vea e ha
heen unable to get about except In a chalr
He concelved the ldena of ralsing chickens
ind has prospered.

Mizs Yaabel war graduated from
Ithaca High School last June in the modern
Inngunge oours ind huax enterod the Col
lege of Agriculture. Bhe s mild to be the
yvoungest student over to enter the BState
College of Agriculture

Paul Hillegas 18 the 2on of the late How-

ud €, Hillegas, for vears an editorial writer
of Tug New Yonr Henano, a contributor to
varions magnzines and the author of several
books on the Boears. Mre Hillegas moved
from New York to Tthaea fow wooks ngo
to educata her childror A daughter, two
yoars older than Paul, has also entored
Cornell.
Young Hillegar wan gradunted last J

from the Curtis High School, where he
pleted a vear course In throe yoars
He is specializsing In higher mathemntics
and has entered the college of mechanical
engineering at Cornell. Professors say they
eannot reeall another casa of a fifteen-yoar-

fou

old boy matriculating in this course, which
in highly technleal and one of the most dif
flenlt in the universits

The youngest member the freshman
class at Wesleyan Unlversity, which num

bers 170 this vear, is Zenus Franklin Neu-
moelater, son of Jahn H. Neumeister, a pape

maker, of Dalton, Mass. He wans born at
Dalton June 2, 1905, and was prepared for
Wesleyan at the Dalton High School. In
conformance with the requirement at Wes-
levan, whi illg for the election by every
member of the ffeshman class of =ome ath
tie activ Noeumelster has report
nr the | it baldl sqund
] Claire 1 of 400 Wea
1318t street, New Yorl and aged 156
VOArs youngs freshman entering
Smith College this ven
Miss Lilsids witgs harn November 1905,
t one of New Yo public
. of 6. By donbling srades
from grammar schoo
nd entered Hunter Collegs
f chose Emith College be
1 E ‘ 1o lier hnd interested her In
that institution, and nlso hecause she per-
w 'rof. Everett Kimbyg of the
3 ind Mrs. Elizaheth

i1l round girl. greatly interested
it i Her favorite sport swim
ming While e has not plaved hockey be
\ 1 1o make the college hock
S =1 i I ested In drame .
anel T ) 0 to major Fnglish
It 0 iking mu leusian

e the only thter of FEdward W
ivil ¢ { Mr. Libaire was

I rom the Columbin School of Mines

A ra and algo was intercsted in musi
wding the Glee and Mandolin clubz at Co
m M Libalre 1 tal ted musician,

n the operatle stage with

VMean to Mankind
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